
the noted Tulsa author and teacher. 
"1 kind ofenjoy hanging around 
with smart people, and I've always 
found that writers are usually 
smarter than most." 

She says ightWriters serves 
as a platform for writers to share 
ideas and support each other. 
"Writers are very good about 
helping each other. They're very 
good about sharing ideas about 
what they're looking for, about 
what their editor said. Even if 
writers are not to that point, with 
the NightWriters you can be with a 
group of people who understands 
your craziness." 

Fielding, sometimes referred to 
as "the guru" of the NightWriters, 
joined the club in 1979 upon her 
mother's orders. 

"1 had just moved back to Tulsa 
from the Philippines after my 
husband decided to leave me for a 
19 year old," Fielding said. "1 was 
becoming a writer in my mother's 
house and she one day told me 1 
was going to a writer's club that 
night, no questions." 

Fielding recalls eight people 
sitting in a circle talking about 
anything and everything except 
writing. 

"I flopped down on the floor 
with my head in the circle, my feet 
out in the library. Finally, when 
everyone had a chance to say 
something, but nothing about writ­
ing, I said, 'J thought this group 
was about writing.''' 

Afier a challenge by the group 
leader, Fielding agreed to be the 
speaker for the next month's meet­
ing. 

"It was pretty clear to me not a 
single one of them knew a thing 
about writing," Fielding recalls. 
"And the next month 1 made a 
speech, using a few naughty 
words, of course. That's my begin­
ning in the club." 

Fielding said she wanted to see 
the ightWriters become about 
writing again. "I think now it's a 
pretty good writers' club, one of 
the best anywhere." 

Fielding continues to teach and 
write. She also offers free classes 
to NightWriters once a month on 
the intricacies of becoming a pub­
lished author. Her first assignment 
to any NightWriters class is to 
write for 30 minutes a day, every 
day, no exceptions. 

102 Oklahoma Magazine. Apri/200B 

Nesbitt agrees that it takes 
strong commitment to succeed as 
a writer. 

"You can make something hap­
pen in 30 minutes a day," esbitt 
says. "It just takes a commitment. 
Instead of watching that re-run of 
Everybody Loves Raymond for the 
seventh time, write." 

esbitt says when she gets home 
from her job as an art instruc­
tor for Jenks Public Schools, she 
writes for about an hour and a half. 

"I hear so many people com­
plain that they hate their jobs," 
Nesbitt says. "Get over it. Do your 
job, paYlyour rent, pay your bills, 
then come home and do something 
you love." 

Nesbitt says NightWriter meet­
ings are great tools for writers of 
all1evels and abilities. 

"We don't just sit around and 
read our writings to each other. 
We have monthly speakers who 
are in the business of writing that 
address the group. If that speaker 
has a book already, they bring 
books to sell." 

She said speakers discuss the 
different aspects of publishing 
and share their personal stories of 
success. 

"When you come to a Tulsa 
NightWriters meeting, you will 
learn something new," Nesbitt 
says. 

But, she says, the most impor­
tant thing gained from the Night­
Writers is the camaraderie. 

"Writers are such an incredibly 
generous and helpful group of 
people. We don't have that scarcity 
mentality that we have to keep 
work secret. There's always room 
for another good book, another 
good article. These people are 
so incredibly supportive of each 
other, and they help each other 
become better writers." ... 


